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The gateway is bathed in the evening
light with a beauty so tender you fear it
might vaporise with the next heatwave.
The time is altering the place in other
ways however, here in Gurugram’s

Sadar Bazar. The elderly man who had been sit-
ting under the gateway for many decades is no
more. “He died before the coronavirus,” says
Pinky.

A friendly middle-aged woman, Pinky is sort-
ing old clothes on the exact spot where the
departed man would sort the same kind of old
clothes. He traded in secondhand garments, and
so does she.

“Budhram was my father-in-law’s brother,” she
informs.

Budhram was as much of an icon in the area as
this gateway. His establishment stood right under
the monument. He was the only person in the
vicinity who had something to tell you about it.

“But I don’t know anything about this darwaza.
I don’t even know its name!” says Pinky, laughing.

“This darwaza has been here for more than
two hundred years,” Budhram had told this
reporter in the winter of 2018. He had identified
the picturesque gateway as Ghamandi Sarai.

Pinky says that both Budhram and her hus-

band, with whom she works, inherited this busi-
ness — and its picaresque location — from
Budhram’s late father. Maujilal, the family patri-
arch, was a native of Paharganj in Delhi, who set-
tled in Gurugram before the “azadi” in 1947.

Pinky explains that, like Budhram, she and her
husband source old clothes from Delhi, “and we
tear them into pieces before sending them to a
factory, where they are processed into dusters
and mops.”

In summer, Budhram would survive the day’s
sweltering heat by staying inside the small room
scooped under one side of the gateway. It is cur-
rently filled with old clothes, and one of Pinky’s
three sons is lounging on the top of one of the
piles. In winters, Budhram would sit outside, con-
stantly shifting his place to be directly under the
warmth of the sun.

Pinky has a theory on why she wouldn’t be
noticed much by people when Budhram was
alive, although she too would work daily under
this sane gateway. “Baba had such a personality,”
she says reverently. She wonders if years later
there will be any trace left of the time her family
and their business have given to this gateway.
“But the darwaza shall live and live.”

Looking up at the gateway’s ceiling, Budhram
had pointed out that it neither has cement, nor
any sariya to support it, like in modern-day struc-
tures. “It’s all stone,” he had gushed in awe.

Doorway to the unknown
A landmark with human dimensions
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tions, apart from the piers on the
median, supporting piers are
also constructed to support the
station structure on both sides of
the road. With this new tech-
nique, extra-long beams are
being installed atop the piers to

support both the concourse and
the platform structures. These
are equipped with adequate
load-bearing capacity as well,”
Dayal explained.

So far, there are nine such sta-
tions planned to be built on a
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NEW DELHI: The Delhi Metro
Rail Corporation (DMRC) will
construct at least 16  elevated sta-
tions planned as part of the
phase-4 expansion of the transit
network on a single pier, as
opposed to the current three, to
be able to build structures in
congested areas, as well as mini-
mise road diversions and dam-
age during the work, DMRC offi-
cials said.   

The officials said such sta-
tions  will come up on Janakpuri
West to RK Ashram Marg corri-
dor and Maujpur to Majlis Park
line since these corridors are
coming up in the congested west
and north-west parts of the Capi-
tal where finding enough space
to build a station is a major chal-
lenge, they said.  

So far, the DMRC has been
using three piers -- one on the
road median and one each on
either side -- to build elevated
stations, though a single pier
was used for laying the track.
The officials said though they
have used the same construction
technique for making stations on
the Dilshad Garden-Shaheed
Sthal Line in Ghaziabad, they
have not used it in Delhi so far.

“In Phase 4, several Delhi
Metro’s elevated stations will
occupy lesser road space and the
construction process will also
involve minimum activity on the
site. This will help in smoother
traffic management near con-
struction sites and ensure
greater safety,” said Anuj Dayal,
principal executive director, cor-
porate communications, DMRC.

He added that 16 elevated sta-
tions have been chosen so far,
which will be constructed on a
single pier. 

“Like the rest of the viaduct,
the stations will also rest on sin-
gle piers on the road median. In
the conventionally designed sta-
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l The new Metro stations will be 
built on single piers on the road 
median, instead of stations in 
Phases I to III, where supporting 
piers were used on both sides of 
the road to support the station.

l The new technology will use 

extra-long beams atop the piers to 
support both the concourse and 
the platform structures. These are 
equipped with adequate 
load-bearing capacity as well.

l With reduced width, owing to 
single piers, the stations will use 

lesser space and does not affect 
the traffic on the road.

l The tech was used for the first 
time in Ghaziabad in the Dilshad 
Garden–Shaheed Sthal extension 
of the Red line. This is the first time 
it will be used in Delhi.

Azadpur

single pier on the Janakpuri
West to RK Ashram Marg corri-
dor, which is an extension of the
Magenta Line. The stations
include Keshopur, Pashchim
Vihar, Mangolpuri, West
Enclave, Pushpanjali, Deepali
Chowk, Prashant Vihar, North
Pitampura, and Bhalswa. And,
seven such stations are under-
construction on the Maujpur to
Majlis Park corridor – an exten-
sion of Pink Line -- at Yamuna
Vihar, Bhajanpura, Khajuri
Khas, Sonia Vihar, Jagatpur vil-
lage, Jharoda Majra and Burari.

Construction work is cur-
rently going on 27 elevated sta-
tions of the total 45 planned as
part of the phase 4 expansion. 

Construction work underway 
near Burari. SANCHIT KHANNA/HT
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NEW DELHI: The forest and wild-
life department of Delhi has
issued notices and begun investi-
gation into the ”sale” of 58-year-
old female elephant, Moti,one of
the six pachyderms which were
moved out of Delhi in 2019, on
the directions of the Delhi high
court. 

What has baffled the forest
department about this alleged
sale is that the elephant, accord-
ing to the officials of the rescue
centre in Haryana where the ele-
phant is housed, is still with
them and secure.

But according to a copy of the
affidavit of the sale and the sale
registry, received by the forest
and wildlife department a couple
of days ago, the animal -- bearing
a micro chip issued by the chief
wildlife warden of Delhi -- was
sold for a sum of ₹1.10 crore on
May 4, 2022, by a man named
Farukh Hasan, a resident of
Ghaziabad, to Farukh Ali, a resi-
dent of Wazirabad in Delhi. 

Forest officials said not only is
the sale of the animal illegal, as
per the Wildlife Protection Act,
1984, but the elephant is also the
property of Delhi government
and not a private individual. 

The animal is still at the Wild-
life SOS elephant rescue centre
in Ban Santour, Haryana, where
another Delhi elephant, Laxmi,

has also been housed for the past
three years, officials said.

Nisheeth Saxena, chief wild-
life warden of Delhi, said they
too had come across the sale
copy, however, no permission
had been granted by the forest
department for the sale, and the
said the whole transaction was
an offence under the provisions
of the Wildlife Protection Act. 

“Notices have been used to the
buyer and the seller, based on
the addresses provided in the
sale affidavit and to anyone else
found involved in this sale. We
are probing the case and have
asked for a response from all
parties concerned and whether
money was exchanged or not.
Based on the replies, further
action will be taken,” said Sax-
ena, adding that following the
Delhi high court order of 2019,
all six elephants had become the
property of the Delhi govern-
ment, which is still paying for
the upkeep of these animals. 

“Even if animals could be sold
legally, this is still the property of
the Delhi government and the

animal has been living in Hary-
ana since 2019... A recent inspec-
tion found that the animal was
doing well and therefore it is
unsure if another elephant with
the same name was sold,” he
said, adding that this was being
checked. 

Wildlife SOS, the animal res-
cue NGO which runs the facility,
said the female elephant Moti
came to them in 2019 and was
renamed Daisy soon after. 

The other Delhi elephant,
Laxmi, who came a few months
after Moti was renamed Jas-
mine. 

The Delhi high court in 2017
had formed a committee to look
into the health and upkeep of
Delhi’s six remaining elephants,
with the committee finding the
pachyderms to be in poor health
and their living conditions ‘inhu-
mane’. This resulted in the court
ordering the six elephants to be
shifted to other states. 

While Moti was initially sup-
posed to be shifted to Gujarat,
that never happened and the
court asked for the animal to
remain at Ban Santour for the
remainder of its life. “Let Moti
spend the remainder of her life
at Ban Santour, lest the peti-
tioner comes with something
better in (its) interest which
would be considered by the
court,” said Justice Najmi Waziri
in an order issued earlier this
month.

Forest dept probes ‘sale’ of 
elephant under govt care
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NEW DELHI: Gold and cocaine,
together worth over ₹24 crore,
were seized at the Delhi airport
in three separate cases, the cus-
toms department said on
Wednesday. 

In the first case, a Ugandan
national was arrested after 1,877
grams of cocaine, concealed in
210 buttons, was recovered alleg-
edly from his baggage on Sun-
day. These buttons had been
stitched and affixed on to 5 dif-
ferent kurtas the man was carry-
ing, officials aid.

In the second case, on the
same day, customs said a Bhuta-
nese national was arrested after
841 grams of gold -- a gold chain,
four gold bars and a gold ring --
were allegedly recovered from
his baggage. 

In the third case, also on Sun-
day, customs said two men were
placed under arrest and gold
was recovered from the seats of
an IndiGo flight that had landed
at Terminal-2 from Hyderabad.
The two passengers allegedly left
the gold behind on the aircraft
by concealing it on the side wall
next to their seats. 

“The two passengers were
identified based on the seat
numbers and it was found they
had brought the gold from Jed-
dah in Saudi Arabia. This was
supposed to be picked up by
another individual,” said a cus-
toms official. HTC

COCAINE, GOLD 
WORTH ₹24 CRORE 
SEIZED AT AIRPORT

CHIEF WILDLIFE 
WARDEN HAS SAID 
THAT THE FOREST 
DEPT DID NOT 
ISSUE ANY PERMIT 
FOR THE SALE
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NEW DELHI: A 13-year-old girl,
who went missing on April 24,
was allegedly repeatedly raped
and sexually abused over the
course of several days at multi-
ple locations in Delhi and Uttar
Pradesh before being rescued on
May 2, police said on Wednes-
day, after arresting three persons
and detaining a minor in con-
nection with the case.

Deputy commissioner of
police (south) Benita Mary Jai-
ker said a case on charges of kid-
napping was registered on April
25, based on the parents’ com-
plaint. She was rescued on May 2
after a woman, who saw her at
Saket Metro station and recog-
nised her from the ‘missing girl’
poster, informed the police. 

Jaiker said on May 1, a day
before the girl was found, they
arrested three men -- Mohit (20),
Akash (19) and Shahrukh (20) --

and apprehended a minor after
receiving a tip-off about the kid-
napping and rape. When con-
fronted, the accused allegedly
admitted to the crime. They
allegedly told police that on the
day she went missing (April 24),
the girl took an auto to go to the
market . “The driver, Shahrukh,
instead  called two of his friends
-- Akash and the minor boy --
and took her to Okhla, where
they gave her a spiked drink and
raped her,” Jaiker said.

Police said the accused then
brought her to Tigri’s slum col-
ony where she was gang-raped
by five persons. “The next day,
she was taken to Kosi Kalan in
Mathura and kept for a day. She
was brought back to Tigri on
April 26, where they kept her till
April 30,” the DCP said. 

According to police, the
minor girl somehow managed to
free herself and reached the
Saket Metro station on May 2,
from where she was rescued.

Minor abducted, gang 
raped over days; 3 held
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NEW DELHI: An assistant pro-
fessor from Hindu College has
been booked for allegedly mak-
ing objectionable posts, related
to claims of a “Shivling” being
found at the Gyanvapi mosque,
on social media.

Police said they have filed a
case under sections 153-A (pro-
moting enmity between differ-
ent groups on grounds of reli-
gion by words) and 295-A
(malicious acts, intended to
outrage religious feelings) of
the Indian Penal Code at the
cyber police station in North
Delhi.

Deputy commissioner of
police (north) Sagar Singh Kalsi
said that a complaint was
received on Tuesday night
against one Ratan Lal, profes-
sor of history at Hindu College,

regarding deliberate and mali-
cious post on Facebook. “The
accused had allegedly posted a
photo of the structure and
made objectionable comments
on Tuesday. Legal action has
been initiated in this regard
and the investigation has been
taken up,” he said. 

Lal, however, said that he
had simply posed a question as
a student of history, and added
that he has not received the
complaint yet.

“People can be hurt by any-
thing. Academic discourse can-
not be sidelined on account of
perceived hurt... An art histo-
rian should answer this instead
of religious leaders,” said Lal. 

“I have heard that there is a
police complaint. But I don’t
have any more details about
the complaint nor have I been
approached by the police,”
added Lal.

{ ON SOCIAL MEDIA }  

Case against DU prof 
over Gyanvapi post
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