
It is handsome, with a pleasant disposi-
tion, seeming to unite some of the best
blessings of existence. It has lived here
for many years, with very little to dis-

tress or vex its place in the world.
This tree in south Delhi’s Deer Park generously

exudes its happy-go-lucky temperament through-
out the vicinity. A gloomy passerby walking
through the park is bound to experience at least a
fleeting rush of giddy emotions on seeing this
landmark. If tree had human faces, this one would
always be smiling.

On this incredibly hot and humid evening, the
entire park is swarmed with people from nearby
Safdarjung Enckave, Hauz Khas Vilage, and Green
Park who can be seen walking, jogging and exer-
cising all over the grass. There are a few sightse-
ers too, coming from far distances to circle the
park’s glassy lake that overlooks Hauz Khas mon-
uments. This general well-being finds its natural
seat in the figure of this joyful tree. A bench
placed directly under it is occupied by a young
man. He is sitting on the top of the backrest, his
feet on the seat. He is reading a book with a blue

cover. Looking up at the leaves, he identifies his
shelter as a mango tree. But no mangoes can be
seen hanging from the branches, though it is the
season for them.

One might wonder, though, if the tree’s cheeri-
ness doesn’t come with a bit of indifference to the
world around it. For many years, the elderly
Musaddi Lal Gupta would come daily from his
residence nearby to sit on a place not far from this
tree, and for hours he would weave khadi fabric
on a little charkha. He died last year during the
second wave of Covid-19. The tree looked the same
happy even then, and it looks that same happy
now, with no hint of mourning for the venerable
khadi man. It also shed the same happiness dur-
ing the tragic period of the second wave, when
Deer Park’s silence would only be intruded by bird
sounds and ambulance sirens.

Facing a 13th century stone pavalion, the tree’s
foliage is leafy and flawlessly symmetrical—like a
photoshopped celebrity on a glossy magazine
cover.

Monsoon will arrive in a few weeks. During the
rainy days, a perennial water puddle will form
under the tree, as it does every year. The tree and
the bench under it will be turned into a little
island, and look even more enigmatic.

The happy tree
A beautiful landmark in Deer Park
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metre cube (µg/m3),  which is
nearly four times the national
annual standard of 60µg/m3,
placing Delhi behind only Ghaz-
iabad (245µg/m3) and Dhanbad
(264µg/m3). 

The report notes that there
has been a 25% increase in

degraded land in Delhi between
2003 and 2019, it says, attribut-
ing it to erosion, waterlogging,
mass movement of people or
long-term loss of vegetation.

While Delhi government
spokesperons did not respond
to requests seeking a comment,
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NEW DELHI:  Union housing and
urban affairs minister Hardeep
Singh Puri on Thursday said
that construction of the new
Parliament building and the
Central Vista Avenue will be
completed by October and mid-
June respectively. 

Addressing a press confer-
ence to highlight the achieve-
ments of the Modi government
as it completes eight years, Puri
said, “We wanted to hold the
January 26 parade on Central
Vista Avenue and succeeded.
Due to the severity of winter,
other problems and Covid
restrictions, there has been
some delay… It will be com-
pleted in 10 days or so. Our
main focus now is on the Par-
liament building which will be
completed before the winter
session.”

The construction work of
Central Vista Avenue was to be
completed before the Republic

Day parade. 
While work on the three

Common Central Secretariat
buildings and the Vice Presi-
dent’s house is going on, a sen-
ior ministry official said, “The
next project to be taken up is
the construction of MP cham-
bers, which will come up where
Transport Bhawan is located.”

The offices in Transport
Bhawan will be shifted to two
buildings that are being con-
structed at KG Marg. 

The Central Public Works
Department (CPWD) recently
reinvited bids for the construc-
tion and maintenance of the
Executive Enclave, which will
include the Prime Minister’s
Office (PMO), India House,
Cabinet Secretariat, and
National Security Council Sec-
retariat (NSCS). Bids for ₹1,160-
crore Executive Enclave were
first invited in November last
year and were opened in
March. Ahluwalia Contracts
India Limited emerged as the
lowest bidders for the project.

As per the tender document,
the project cost has increased
from ₹1,160 crore to ₹1,316
crore. A senior official said,
“The project cost has gone up
as the scope of work has been
increased.”

The redevelopment of the
₹608-crore Central Vista Ave-
nue, part of the Centre’s
₹13,500 crore Central Vista
redevelopment project, started
in February last year. 

Under the project, Rajpath
and the area along it between
Vijay Chowk to India Gate is
being redeveloped. The
project’s initial deadline was
December 2021.

The work involves construc-
tion of four pedestrian under-
passes, eight amenity blocks,
relaying of Rajpath and con-
struction of pathways along it
and in the lawns, improving the
canals and constructing 16 per-
manent bridges over them, and
the construction of under-
ground utility ducts for electric
and other cables etc.

New Parl by Oct, Central Vista 
avenue by mid-June, says Puri

NEW DELHI:  Three years after it
first mooted the idea of remov-
ing the name “Harijan (term
used to refer to Dalits)” from
certain streets and colonies of
Delhi, the Arvind Kejriwal-led
government on Thursday pre-
pared a proposal to rename all
such colonies and streets after
Dalit leader and architect of the
Indian Constitution, Dr BR
Ambedkar. 

Delhi social welfare minister
Rajendra Pal Gautam tabled the
proposal, while also chairing a
meeting in this regard with sen-
ior officials to expedite the proc-
ess. “The Delhi government,
under the leadership of CM Arv-
ind Kejriwal, strives to uplift the
SC, ST, OBC communities living
in the national capital. We have
taken immediate cognisance of
the need for renaming of all
”Harijan” colonies, bastis,
mohallas and streets. We have
proposed that all these colonies,
bastis, mohallas and streets be
named after Babasaheb Ambed-
kar instead,” he said. HTC

GOVT TO RENAME 
HARIJAN COLONIES 
AFTER AMBEDKAR
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NEW DELHI: Nearly 62% of
Delhi’s total land is under deg-
radation, giving it the dubious
distinction of being the third in
the country -- after Jharkhand
(68.77%) and Rajasthan
(62.06%) -- with areas seeing a
decline in productivity of land
in terms of both biodiversity
and agricultural cultivability,
according to ‘State of India’s
Environment 2022: In Figures’
report released by the Centre for
Science and Environment (CSE)
on Thursday. 

The report, released ahead of
the World Environment Day on
Sunday, also finds the Capital is
currently off-track on six out of
the 15 Sustainable Development
Goals (SDG) set by the United
Nations for 2030. It further said
that the Capital continues to
record alarmingly high pollu-
tion levels, with the annual
PM10 level (particulate matter
below 10 micrometres size)
reported at 243 micrograms per

officials have earlier said that
the government has been
actively looking to increase the
city’s green cover, which has
risen to 23.06% of the total geo-
graphical area as per the India
State of Forest Report 2021. It
was 21.88% of total geographical
area in 2019 and 20.6% in 2017.
This year, the Delhi government
has set a target of planting 3.5
million saplings. 

Kiran Pandey, programme
director at the Environment
Resources Unit of CSE, said the
assessment shows that for
Delhi, Rajasthan and Jhark-
hand, a large chunk of the land
is facing degradation, meaning
the overall quality of land is
going down or worsening over
time. 

“This will affect agricultural
productivity, forest resources,
the biodiversity across the city
and in turn the livelihoods
dependent on it. This is also
important because agricultural
lands account for around
46% of India’s degraded land
and forests 22%,” she said. 

A cause of concern
FARING POORLY IN OTHER AREAS TOO
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62% Delhi land degrading: Report
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NEW DELHI: The Delhi govern-
ment is going to add at least
eight more automated driving
test tracks (ADTTs) in the city,
taking the total number of such
facilities to 20 by the end of the
year, officials in the know of the
matter said.

Automated tracks are used to
test the skills of those seeking a
permanent driver’s licence. The
applicants seeking permanent
licences are tested on as many
as 24 driving parameters
through sensors and cameras
on these tracks. Unlike the ear-
lier practice, the automated
tracks have no human interven-
tion and declare as “passed”
only those who manoeuvre
their vehicle as per the rules. 

Delhi’s first automated driv-
ing test track was opened at
Sarai Kale Khan in June 2018
and since then, the city has built
a total of 12 such tracks. Now,
the state transport department
is building eight more auto-

mated tracks to cover appli-
cants from all zones of Delhi. 

“Delhi is the first state to
move to a completely auto-
mated driving skill testing facil-
ity. Shifting to ADTTs ensures
only the best of drivers are
allowed to drive on Delhi roads.
After the introduction of
ADTTs, the failure rate in driv-
ing tests has gone up by about
50%,” said transport minister
Kailash Gahlot. 

Chief minister Arvind Kejri-
wal on Thursday inspected the
ADTT at Sarai Kale Khan and
also inspected the faceless servi-
ces that are being offered by the
transport department. 

“Delhi is the first and only
state in India to offer faceless
services which were kicked off
through the transport depart-
ment last year. Fewer than 100
people visit the RTO each day
whereas 2,000 used to visit the
office daily earlier. About 1.6
million people have benefitted
from Delhi’s faceless services in
the last 9-10 months,” Kejriwal
told reporters. 

‘8 more automated test 
tracks by the year end’
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NEW DELHI: The Ghazipur
slaughterhouse, the only legal
abattoir in the Capital, which
was shut down by the Delhi Pol-
lution Control Committee
(DPCC) on May 30 over the ille-
gal extraction of groundwater,
among other reasons, may not
reopen anytime soon, said offi-
cials of the pollution body. 

A fresh ’consent to operate’
(CTO) has to be issued by the
DPCC for the slaughterhouse to
reopen and that can only happen
once all remedial measures are
in place, officials said. 

The slaughterhouse, which
comes under the Municipal Cor-
poration of Delhi (MCD), was
shut in the wake of the DPCC
revoking the CTO, following a
recent order from the National
Green Tribunal. “Without a CTO,
the slaughterhouse cannot oper-
ate. Corrective measures will
need to be taken, in terms of
treatment of wastewater and
other deficiencies, before a fresh
CTO is awarded,” said a senior
DPCC official, asking not to be
named.

The process is likely to take
some time and the pollution con-
trol board will issue the fresh
CTO only when it is satisfied that
suitable corrective action has
been taken, the official added. 

A senior veterinary depart-
ment official from the MCD said
the CTO was withdrawn on May

30 and remedial actions are
being taken but the matter will
ultimately be decided by the
NGT and the DPCC.

The main issue remains the
unauthorised extraction of
groundwater by the facility. In
an order issued on May 13, the
NGT had asked the DPCC and
the Central Pollution Control
Board (CPCB) to certify whether
the slaughterhouse was running
in accordance with environmen-
tal norms. “We direct that the PP
may not be allowed to operate
the plant unless a joint commit-
tee of CPCB and DPCC certifies
that the project can be operated
in accordance with the consent
conditions and environmental
norms. In case the project is to
be permitted, the committee
may ensure 100% re-circulation
of treated water,” it said.

A senior official of MCD said
the violations referred to by the
NGT was that there are bore-
wells being used to extract
water. “We had on multiple
occasions in the past sought a
borewell connection but didn’t
get the approval. Last week, we
finally got permission for operat-
ing four borewells. Now, we will
approach the court for relief,“
the official said

Ghazipur slaughterhouse is
the only legal abattoir in the city
where goat, sheep and buffaloes
are slaughtered for meeting the
domestic demand. The facility,
built at a cost of ₹150 crore by
the MCD, became operational in

2009. It has three slaughter halls
-- one for large animals and two
for small animals. 

While poultry slaughter is
allowed in several places in the
city, goats, lambs and buffaloes
can only be butchered at the
Ghazipur slaughterhouse,
located on the Delhi-Uttar Pra-
desh border. It has a capacity to
operate in three shifts with two
shifts reserved to meet domestic
consumption. Each shift handles
about 4,500 sheep/goats and 500
buffaloes. 

Meat merchants and livestock
traders said so far, they are not
facing any problems due to clo-
sure but a prolonged closure can
push up the retail meat prices.

Mohammad Arshad Qureshi,
who heads the Delhi Meat Mer-
chant Association, said the live-
stock trade market abutting the
Ghazipur facility continues to
operate normally. “We have
been informed that some repair
work is being undertaken at the
abattoir on the directions of the
NGT and, so far, things are
under control. But the closure
should not be inordinately long;
otherwise, both traders as well
as consumers will feel the
pinch,” he said. 

An MCD spokesperson said
that lessee of the facility has
been told about the DPCC order
and lessee has undertaken the
needful steps. 

“The MCD plans to appeal
against the DPCC order in court,”
the spokesperson said. 

Abattoir at Ghazipur 
may not reopen soon

Ghazipur slaughterhouse was shut down by the DPCC on May 30. HT ARCHIVE
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